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TERMS—TWO DOLDARS AND FIFTY CENTS PER YEAR IN ADVANCE. 
‘THREE DOLLARS WHEN. NOT PAID IN ADVANCE, 


BYTERI 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1861. 


CHURCH ORGANIZED. 
[CORRESPONDENCE ov THE Treaty.) 


_ New Station, Va., Jan. 21, 1861. 

Messrs. Editors—It*may be a matter of 
interest to many of your readers to learn 
that even in these exciting times, some- 
thing is being done in extending thé bor- 
ders of the Church. Three years ago, that 
part of the Cumberland coal field lying in 
Allegheny county, Maryland, had scarcely 
been explored by Presbyterian ministers. 
There were indeed rumours that a great 
many Scotch people, who claimed to be 


Presbyterians, were employed in and about | 


the mines, but still little or nothing was 
done towards gathering them into the 
Church, or supplying them with the 
preached gospel. As soon, however, as 
the wants of that field became known, the 
effort was made by the neighbouring minis- 
ters to occupy it; and as the result of their 
missionary labours, two churches were or- 
ganized—one at Frostburg, and the other 


at Barton—and two houses of worship were 


built. A missionary was then engaged to 
supply the Frostburg church, and to preach 
at othgr points at his discretion; and chiefly 
as the result of his labours, a third church 
has now been gathered at Lonaconing: 
The organization of this last church was 
effected on Sabbath, January 6, by the 
Rev. J. H. Symmes, and Mr. A. McDonald, 
two of the members of the committee ap- 
pointed by the Presbytery of Carlisle for 
that purpose, assisted by the Rev. M. W. 
Woodworth, of the Presbytery of Winches- 
ter. Twenty-six persons were received and 
associated as members of the new church, 
one of whom was duly ordained and in- 
‘gtalled as ruling elder. The attendance 
“upon all the services connected with the 
organization was very large, and it seemed 
to be a matter of rejoicing to all present 
that the church of their fathers, and the 
church of their choice, was to be estab- 
lished there. On the same day the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper was adminis- 
tered, and around that table were gathered 
the representatives of at least six of the 
branches of the great Presbyterian family 
in this and other lands, now united in one, 
with others for the first time partaking in 
that ordinance, commemorating the Sa- 
viour’s dying love. That was a day and a 
communion season long to be remembered. 
It was good to be there. 

The prospects of this new church are 
very encouraging. Lonaconing, from its 
location, must always be one of the most 
important places in this coal field. It con- 
tains already quite a large Presbyterian 
population. Other mining villages are 
springing up in its immediate vicinity, and 
there is every reason to believe that with 
an active, faithful minister, the membership 
of this church will be largely increased. 
At present, however, the two churches of 
Frostburg and Lonaconing are without a 
The one who laboured there so 
faithfully and so successfully last summer, 
was obliged to leave on account of the 
failure of his health, and his place has not 
yet been supplied. It seems very desirable 
that this new and important field should 
speedily be occupied, and I can but hope 
that some one may be found who will go to 
that people to break unto them the bread 
of life. Yours in the gospel, 

M. W. Woopwokts. 


FRANCIS HERRON, D.D. 


[CORRESPONDENCE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN.] 


Messrs. Editors—The Board of the West- 
ern Theological Seminary, at a late meet- 
ing, passed the following minute in relation 
to the beloved father whio held so important 


a place in our Western Zion for,about half 
@ century past. 


It is of interest many of 
your readers, hence I place it at your dis- 


‘posal. 


It is with mournful interest this Board en- 
ters upon its records their last minute relating 
to the Rev. Francis Herron, D.D., who fell 


asleep in Jesus, and entered his rest on the 


6th day of December, 1860. 

He presided over the Board of Directors of 
the Western Theological Seminary from its 
inception, and continued to occupy that office 
with universal acceptance and eminent useful- 
ness and efficiency till the day of his death. 

ia gentlenéss, urbanity, and piety always 
ve him a controlling influence over his 


brethren. 


His prayers, example, counsels, and abun- 
dant labours were of the highest value to the 
Institution he. loved so well, and over which 
he presided through the long years of its trials 
and perilous vicissitudes. 

His eminent fidelity and usefulness as the 
chief officer of the Board we who remain de- 
sire here to attest and record. In its darkest 
days—when sanguine and liberal friends were 
ready to despair—when insuperable obstacles 
seemed to arise on every hand and peril the 
very existence of the Seminary—his faith 
failed not—he seemed to hope against hope. 
He was ever ready by renewed personal exer- 
tion, self-denial, and sacrifice to add effort to 
effort, and prayer to prayer, to save the school 
of the prophets. So effectually had he identi- 
fied himself with the Institution, and incorpo- 
rated it in his heart, that at home and abroad 
its advancement was a prominent theme of 
his thoughts, prayer, and conversation. When 
mingling with rich men of all classes, authors, 
or literary circles, he sought to turn the high 
regard he always commanded for himself to 
the advantage of the Seminary. The very 
last appeal he made on earth was for the Sem- 
inary, and rendered effective by this signifi- 
cant and solemn sentence, ‘It is my dying re- 

est.’ 

He lived to see the Seminary rise from ‘no- 
thing through a succession of severe struggles 
—perhaps unparalleled in the history of any 
similar institution—to a measure of success 
and prosperity not exceeded by any Seminary 
in the land, and far transcending his highest 
expectations. 

mn a green old age, exceeding four score 
years, full of peace and a joyful hope of im- 
mortality, almost impatient for his last sum- 
mons, he came to his grave in a full age, like 
a shock of corn cometh in his season. 

Long will this Board most affectionately 
cherish the memory of this beloved and vene- 
rated man. Long will his fidelity and zeal in 
his office as President of this Board, and as a 
Director of this Institution, stand for an ex- 
ample and incentive for all who may succeed 
him ‘in these important trusts. 

Hi. G. Cominco, 
W. D. Howarp, 
Francis Baivey, 


It may not be out of place to add to the 


Committee. 


_ foregoing item the fact that Dr. Paxton has 


accepted the place assigned him in our 
Seminary by the late General Assembly. 
His inauguration is to take place about the 
middle of April, during the closing exer- 
cises of the Seminary. Dr. Wadsworth is 
expected at the same time, to make an ad- 
dress to the students. I need not say that 
this arrangement is greatly gratifying to 
this large Presbyterian region—we hope he 
may not fail to come. 

The great Convention in Pittsburg, con- 
sisting of some three hundred ministers and 
ruling elders, closed its very interesting and 
solemn exercises last Thursday evening. I 
cannot here enter into details. Many things 
made it a solemn convocatign—the felt per- 
sonal necessities of all who came, the ia - 
guishing state of our churehes, the sad pre- 
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above all, the great crisis of our beloved 
country. I have lately felt that moderate 
and peaceful counsels are to prevail, and 
we shall yet glide on as a happy union, 
to fill our mission to the world and the 
Church, unless our sins are so great that 
though Job, Daniel, and a host of like inter- 
cessors pray for us, God yet will not turn 
away his wrath. I hope and trust that we 
are soon to see the power of prayer to allay 
strife and pour oil upon the troubled waters. 


— 


For the Presbyterian. 


HIDDEN ONES. 


Thy hidden ones.—Ps. 1xxxiii. 3. 


God’s hidden ones are his elect people. 
Though hidden to men, they are not hidden 
to God. He knows them—knows all who 
shall ever be saved; and if he knows them, 


It van neither be increased nor diminished. 
They are foreknown—predestinated—chos- 


en in Christ before the foundation of the | 
world—given to Christ in the everlasting | of quiet and order, grateful to all our citi- 


covenant. - These in due time are called, 
justified, adopted, sanctified. Thus they 
become the visible people of God; and these 
—believers in Jesus Christ—are God’s hid- 
den ones. In one view, as the invisible 
Church, they are the whole body of the 
elect; in another, as the visible Church, or 
a part of it, they are all true believers at 
we time living in the world—all who are 
rm again, and united to Christ by faith, 
are the Lord’s hidden ones. | 
They are rescued and hidden from that 


posed.. This is called a probationary state 
only in an improper sense—only as a state 
of preparation for another world.’ We had 
our probation in Adam, and are fallen. 
We come into the“World in a state of con- 
demnation, and dying in this state, we are 
lost. We are condemned already, and ex- 
posed to eternal death. In this condition 
we might have been left. God was not 
bound to make provision for our deliverance 
—if he were, then justice required it, and 
there is no grace in our salvation. But he 
was not bound. Love moved him to do it; 
and herein is love. God so loved that he 
gave his only begotten Son. Christ came 
and died. He is offered-to us; and when 
we embrace him by faith, we are justified 
and accepted. Then we are hidden beneath 


| the cross—hidden in the Saviour’s side— 


and the sword of justice cannot reach us 
here; the curse can never light upon us 
here; we are hidden from it for ever. 

As to the source and principle of our 
new life, they are hidden from men. “Ye 
are dead, and your life is hid with Christ 
in God.” The branch derives its life and 
nourishment from the vine; and so Christ 
is our life. We are hidden, too, because 
the world recognizes us not as belonging to 


it—it knows us not, even as it knows not 
Christ our Lord. Believers, too, are the 


terposition. 


Lord’s hidden ones, as, having fled to him, 
they are covered by the wing of his protec- 
tion, and hefce they are safe. 

God often protects and delivers them in 
the time of danger, for precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his saints—so 
precious that he will not suffer their lives 
to be taken for slight cause, or without 
some good ends to be answered by it. 
Often does he preserve them by special in- 


suffered to be slain, the Chusch still lives— 
just as the race continues though individu- 
als die—and the gates of hell shall never 


interests; his grace supports them; and 
their eternal welfare is secured—and so in 


den ones are safe. See, then, 

1. The folly of persecutors. 

2. The blessedness of the Lord’s people ; 
and, 

3. A powerful motive to piety. Sinners 
are in danger. They are under the curse 
of the law; and dying thus, they must 
perish! O come to Christ, that you may 
be safe; come, saying, 

“ Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee!” 


W. J. M. 


For the Presbyterian. 


NATIONAL AND LOCAL AFFAIRS. 


Messrs. Editors—National affairs are so 
engrossing as almost to crowd out of the 
thoughts of men the questions of vital con- 


tions. Is there not some danger that moral 


decline, and vice and iniquity grow bold, 
while we are dealing with ‘secession ?” 
It may be the dictate of Christian pa- 
triotism to use all-diligence in the conser- 
vation of the public morals and the advance- 
ment of religious enterprises, so that our 
part of the Union may be worth saving, 
if the catastrophe so justly dreaded shall 
come. 

The condition of our various Christian 
charities begins to awaken apprehension. 
Whether of a missionary or publishing cha- 
racter, they have relations and responsibili- 
ties, 80 many and varied, that they cannot 
be left with exhausted resources without 
extensive guffering. Their appeals are lia- 
ble to pass unheeded in a season of intense 
excitement. A process of retrenchment 
may result in untold ivjury to individuals 
and to the cause of Christian benevolence. 
Is it not a time when a few thoughtful, 
liberal men, should use much self-denial, if 
necessary, to carry them through the sea- 
son of trial, and until their wonted sources 
of support are again adequate to their 
wants? 3 
It is a matter of general surprise and re- 
joicing that the suffering among the poor of 
New York city has thus far been so slight 
this winter. The pressure on the agencies 
for eleemosynary purposes has not been un- 
usual; and the Savings Banks have had 
no uncommon drain from their depositors. 
Something is doubtless due to the wise 
policy of the Association for the Relief of 
the Poor, by which mendicancy has been 
discouraged, and habits of thrift fostered. 
The lessons of 1857, too, have not been 
lost. Then the restraints of the Sunday 
liquor traffic and theatrical exhibitions have 
tended to keep money in the pockets, and 
whiskey out of the stomachs of the poorer 
classes—not merely on the day of rest, but 
on week-days also.. The diminution of 
some thousands in the number of arrests 
for drunkenness and crime on Sandays 
within the year indicates an improved con- 
dition of public morals, and a consequent 
improvement in the physical comfort of 
the masses. 


Is it not passing strange that the liquor 


then their number is certain and definite. 


And even if individuals aref 


b litical rela- | 
cnr ree | of those that are good. Traitors, heady, high- 


danger to which they were by nature ex- | 


| valence of the spirit of worldliness, and _and theatre interests should combine in the 


‘demand for the repeal of laws which have 
borne such fruit? Yet, in the face of a 
public sentiment that is as unanimous as 
the population that does not avow allegi- 
ance to the dram-shops, the claim is made 
at Albany that every provision of law which 
stands in the way of liquor-selling, theatri- 
cal sports, or other Sunday immoralities, 
shall be swept from the statute-book! It 
is believed here, that the Legislature will 
meet these overtures with an indignant 
negative; and that if any changes are made 
in our Sunday laws, they will tend to 
strengthen the hands of the police and the 
wagistracy in their efforts to suppress these 
palpable causes of vice, pauperism, and 
crime. There has been an entire revolu- 
tion in public sentiment in New York city on 
the Sunday question within the past three 
years, and a corresponding reformation in 
the public observance of the Lord’s day. 
' So far as the civil Sabbath is concerned, 
| the press and the people demand the en- 
forcement of the laws for its protection; 
and there has thus been secured a measure 


zens, and favourable to good morals, per- 
haps unequalled in any large city in the 
world. 

You have already published the calm, 
fraternal letter from the leading clergy- 
men of several prominent denominations 
in this and other cities, addressed to the 
clergy and laity of the South on the na- 
tional crisis. Its tone is admirable, and its 
influence cannot but be to allay exasperated 
feeling, and incite to measures of concilia- 
tion. A noble response has already come 
from some of the strong men of Virginia, 
and others will follow, as human passion 
gives way, and right reason, guided by 
Christian principle, resumes its sway. It 
is the beginning of a movement that may 
| save our country from disruption and ruin. 
| The uprising of Christian men, North and 
South, and the assertion of the powersthey 
have in their control over public sentiment, 
with the Divine benediction, may ward off 
the perils which threaten us. Are we not 
: brought to the kingdom for such a time as 
this? Shall a day be lost in rallying the 
' forces of peace, and averting the horrors of 
civil war? Heser. 

New York. 


For the Presbyterian. 


CHRISTIAN APPEAL. 


From the Convention of Ministers and Ruling 
Elders assembled in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
to the Presbyterian Churches in Ohio, Central 
and Western Pennsylvania, and North- West- 
ern Virginia, and other Churches represent- 
ed in this Convention. : 


Be.ovep Bretoren—aAs a solemn assembly 
of ministers and ruling elders from this great 
central region of our beloved Church, we have 
waited here upon God for his blessing. Where 
some of us waited eighteen years ago, in the 
time of the venerated McCurdy and others, 
and the blessing was granted—where we wait- 
ed three years ago and were blessed, and the 
blessing ran down through all the channels of 
the churches, and spread in streams of revival 
over the land, we have come up again in our 
distressing need, if, peradventure, God will 
again be gracious to us. How many of you, 
in different congregations, are the living wit- 
nesses of God’s power and grace in answer to 
those prayers of his servants? #nd are you 
not looking out now for the like outpourings 
to follow this sacred occasion? Are we not 
all crying aloud to God, ‘“‘Wilt thou not re- 
vive us again, that thy people may rejoice in 
thee?” Brethren, the one great, high, urgent, 
universal need of our time is @ REVIVAL of pure 
Feligion in our land. 


prevail against the Church. And when his | 
people suffer, God takes care of their best 


the highest and best sense the Lord’s hid- 


We have spoken in former times of our need 
of a revival; for our families, where our bap- 
tized children must perish without the Holy 
Spirit to give them life from the dead; for our 
churches, that must decline; for our great 
Church enterprises, that must languish and 
fail; for our congregations, that must be en- 
gulphed in worldliness and sin, to their eter- 
nal ruin, without such a gracious visit from 
on high; and for our land, that must become 
heathenish and infidel, except God visit it with 
such times of refreshing. But alas! we never 
knew such pressing, perishing need of a revi- 
val of God’s work as at this moment. All the 
necessity which we ever knew befure crowds 
upon us, and more! The demon of discord 
stalks through the land. Brother is becoming 
alienated from brother. When we had thought 
that, at least in this happy covptry, the sword 
had long ago been beaten into ‘- - ploughshare, 
alas, the ploughshare is beaten intu the sword. 
And the genius of war, with all its demoral- 
izing mischief, flaps his dark wings over our 
horizon, threatening to perch upon our coun- 
try’s standards. We call. this the perilous 


‘| condition of our affairs, and these are such 


times as the Apostle predicts:—‘‘ And this 
know, that in the last days perilous times 
shall come. For men shall be lovers of their 


own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphe- 
mers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, un- 
holy. With ut natural affection, truce-break- 
ers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers 


minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 


and religious interests will be suffered to 


God; having a form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof.” These are Aspects of our 
time that we cannot ignore. Our religion in- 
spires a lofty patriotism. Our country’s his- 
tory is brilliant with the p.triotic names of 
Christian men, from the Father of his Country 
down, and of Christian ministers, like Wither- 
spoon and Davies, of our own Church, who 
were fired with a zeal fur God in the service 
of their country. 3 


CAUSES OF TROUBLE. . 

Let us contemplate some of the causes of our 
sad extremity. All the items may be summed 
up in one great, patent fact—Our declension 
in true piety. We find ourselves in the pre- 
sence of these awful events, when Satan seems 
to be loosed for a season, and the great ques- 
tion is only whether we have religion enough 
to meet the crisis. ‘‘When the Son of man 
cometh shall he find faith on the earth?” 

1. We have boasted in our national great- 
ness and our material resources, and the 
hearts of our people have been lifted up with 
pride, so as in an unhumbled spirit to forget 


one another. This very confession has come 
up hither from one of our remoter churches, 
that the very bounty with which God has load- 
ed their fields and stored their granaries has 
resulted in a wide-spread carnality. And 
from this spirit of sufficiency and vain boast- 
ing there has come crowding into exercise a 
whole troop of evil tempers that are alien to 
the spirit of the gospel. ‘‘From whence come 
wars and fightings among you? Come they 
not hence even of your lusts that war in your 
members?” God has stricken our idols to 
show us how vain is the utmost material 
abundance which we have coveted to give us 
peace and prosperity—if He smile not in it all 
—if he crown it not all with the bounties of 
his Spirit. 

2. We have not prayed as we ought for our 
rulers, and God is leaving us to reap the bitter 
fruits of our neglect in this particular. The 
Scripture has expressly enjoined upon us to 
pray for all those in authority. And yet how 
seldom in the sacred desk has the Sabbath 
prayer gone up expressly for the President, 
and Cabinet, and Congress, and for our State 
Legislatures? How much more seldom in the 
social prayer-meeting and at the family altar? 
When some dire calamity impends, then, per- 
haps, the prayer for our rulers, that should 
have been habitual, is extorted from us, when 
we are in the very distress that might have 
been averted by our petition on their behalf. 
And yet we are ready, it may be, to heap 
blame upon them when they fail, and to speak 
unmixed evil of the rulers of our people, as 
though we had not neglected this high, sol- 
emn religious duty toward them. And God 
allows them to disappoint those who have 


been prone to set a carnal hope upon them, 


God. And thus we have speedily forgotten 


| just to show us how vain is the help of man, 


without God for the guaranty and guardian of 
his cotiduct. . 

3. We have sinned in elevating men to office 
irrespective of their moral and religious charac- 
ter. This has come from a shameful spirit of 
party to which the Church has submitted, and 
by which she has been borne away as the 
mere tool and victim often of corrupt political 
leaders. They have even made capital out of 
our Christian principles, and we have been too 
prone to follow where they lead, till alas! in 
the Congress of our nation infidels and de- 
bauchees are sometimes to be found represent- 
ing a Christian constituency! What wonder 
that we have seen such humiliating spectacles 
these years past in the Capitol of our land! 
What wonder that the glory seems to de de- 
parting from our national councils! 

4, And further, we have failed to reach the 
masses with our blessed Christianity. Alas! 
ministers, and elders, and members are guilty 
concerning our brethren according to the flesh. 
How little yearning of soul for the crowding 
populace, who desecrate the Sabbath—for the 
precious youth who throng the streets in our 
way to the sanctuary? Where is our pity for 
the perishing? Is the gospel for the pew- 
holder alone? Jesus claimed it as the distinc- 
tion of his Christian ministry that to the poor 
the gospel is preached! Do you have a proper 
care for your dependents in the household and 
on the farm, for your employees in the work- 
shop and factory, that they should be supplied 
with the Word of Life? You may ‘oppress 
the hireling in his wages, and turn aside the 
stranger from his right” if you be not faithful 
to him in this vital particular. And now be- 
hold the consequences of such neglect. The 
corruption and vice that infect the community 
are only the natural growth of depravity, with- 
out Christian restraint. And ‘ wicked 
walk on every side when the vilest are ex- 
alted.’’ 

5. And we have chiefly failed as to the 
power of a personal, living Christianity. Earn- 
est preaching, earnest hearing, earnest pray- 
ing; alas! brethren, we have failed. It is not 
our Christianity that has failed. It is only 
that we have not exercised it, and exhihjted it 
in public, and social, and domestic, and pri- 
vate duties. And the Church has, so far, 
had a form of godliness without the power 
thereof. The plain, pungent preaching of a 
pure gospel, without the precepts of men, and 
without admixtures of a carnal philosophy, 
has been lacking among us, not so much from 
fear of speaking the truth, as from a lack of 
that fire that comes from a baptism of the 
Holy Ghost. And, alas! fashion and extrava- 
gance, and worldly ambition and self-seeking, 
have overrun the Church, as well as the world. 

6. Censoriousness is a crying sin in the 
churches. The mote in our brvther’s eye is, 
alas! more than the beam in our own. The 
spirit of harsh judgment and bitter denuncia- 
tion is rampant. It attacks brethren of dif- 
fering beliefs, and rouses denominational as- 
perities, to the hinderance of the kingdom of 
our Redeemer. It vents itself against the 
ministry and eldership—against brethren in 
the same membership. And there is an im- 
patience, even with such as James and John, to 
call down fire from heaven to destroy those 
who seem, by their exclusiveness or prejudice, 
to deny hospitality to Christ. There is a hurry 
to root up the tares at the risk of rooting up 
the wheat with them. “Let all bitterness, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, with all 
malice; and be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God 
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 

For these and other reasons, God has a con- 
troversy with us. It is his hand in our public 
calamities. He has displayed himself in the 
bounties of the year, and the people were 
ready to run riot on the exuberance of his 
gifts, saying, like the rich fool in the parable, 
“Soul, take thine ease, eat, drink, and be 
merry.” And now he shows us how it is 
not in the power of our bread to nourish, if he 
give it not the command so todo. Alas, our 
immense crops may even rot in the storehouses, 
if he close up the avenues for their circulation 
and distribution through the land. 


DUTY OF THE CHURCH. 


And now, in such distressing case, what is 
the duty of the Church so much as to be hum- 
bled in the dust, and to pray God for the re- 
viving of his work in the land. ‘QO, Lord, we 
have heard thy speech, and are afraid.” 
These public judgments terrify us. What 
shall become of our beloved Church, of our 
Boards, of our colporteurs, and our various 
agencies of beneficence? What shall become 
of our glorious nation, the foundations of 
whose government were laid in so much 
prayer and piety? What shall become of the 
perishing souls of all classes in this vast 
country, to whom the hand of our Church can 
no longer extend the precious means of grace, 
if this confusion, and disorder, and demorali- 
zation shall goon? What shall become of the 
dying heathen, if our right arm of Christian 
effort shall be paralyzed by the calamity of a 
distracted and disunited country? Where 
shall be any longer our power to assert, as a 
nation, the claims of truth and righteousness 
in the earth, and to aid in advancing the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom among all people? , 

If our dear country is saved in this critical 
juncture, by what earthly agency shall it be, 
except that of the Church of Jesus Christ? Is 
she not the salt of the earth, and the light of 
the world? Thanks to God, something has 
been done to permeate our society with Chris- 
tian sentiments. And this is now the saving 
element to which, under God, we anxiously 
look. If the infidelity of the French Revolu- 
tion were rife in the land, what blood, what 
woe, what horror—worse than in those diaboli- 
cal scenes—would easily reign among us! 
Brethren of our beloved Church may think, 
and act, and speak differently from all that 
we can understand or account for—they may 
misunderstand us egregiously, as we may 
misunderstand them, at this distance. But 
are we not brethren? Are they not known to 
us as the dear servants of Christ? And is 
there not Christianity enough among us, in 
both sections, to stay the mad passions of the 
people, and to study the things that make for 
peace and concord, and union? Ought not 
our Divine religion now to show itself, and 
assert its claims to whatever is fraternal and 
self-sacrificing on either part? Must it not 
be, that when the diviners are made mad, and 
the wise men are turned backward, our com- 
mon faith, and love, and prayer, and our com- 
mon Christian obligation, shall throw liga- 
ments of piety across the wounds of our 
bleeding country, that shall serve to bind up 
the deadly breach? When statesmen say that 
every party consideration must sink in that of 
the country, must not-every Christian, North 
and South, and East and West, be ready to 
say that all sectional considerations must be 
sunk in those of the Church, and that our right 
hand shall forget her cunning, and our tongue 
cleave to the roof of our mouth, if we prefer 
not Jerusalem above our chief joy! ‘‘Sanctify 
a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the 
elders; let the priests, the Lord’s ministers, 
weep between the porch and the altar, and 
say, ‘‘Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not 
thy heritage to reproach.” 

We make our solemn appeal from this 
sacred convosation of Ministers and Elders 
and Members from the three greatest border 
States of our Republic, to our brethren of the 
whole land, to recognize and honour our Chris- 
tian brotherhood; to counsel moderation and 
forbearance and mutual concession, in the 
spirit of an enlarged Christian charity—to put 
an end to strife, and to remember the one 
great, united, beloved Church in our land, 
endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. Let us honour the Holy 
Spirit. Who can doubt that if God should 
iow arise to revive his work throughout our 
States, all differences would be amicably set- 
tled, and all alienations be healed? And if 
all public and social wrongs should not be at 
once righted, a spirit of patience would be 
given to his people to wait on [im whose pre- 
rogative it is, and who will hasten it in his 
time. We have confidence in God,'that our 
Government shall not be broken down, and 
that our Nation shall not be destroyed. What 
tribulation we may be called to pass through 
for our iniquities, we know not, or what may 
be God’s method or time of deliverance, we 
know not. But this we are sure of, that God 
knoweth how to de , and when to deliver, to 
get himself a great name. We do expect, by 
whatever unlooked-for means, that deliverance 
shall come. God, as we trust, will spare the 
land for his Church’s sake, ‘‘ And if we alto- 


gether hold our peace, then shall enlargement 
and deliverance arise to the nation from 
another place. And who knoweth whether 


we are come to the mercy-seat for such a time 
as this?” 


EXAMPLES FOR IMITATION. 

And our great Christian duty at this junc- 
ture is amply enforced by examples in God’s 
word. Christian men, and Christian ministers 
especially, have always been intercessors with 
God for their country. Abraham, father of 
the faithful, how he pleaded with God for 
those border cities where only so few right- 
eous were to be found! And we are to cry 
fur our Sodoms, not for the ten righteous’ 
sake, nor the five, but for the Ong only right- 
eous name of Jesus. ; 

And more exactly pertinent to our case is 
the prayer of Jacob, at the ford Jabbok, when 
he learned that his twin brother Esau was com- 
ing egainst him with his four hundred armed 
men:—‘'O God of my father Abraham, and 
God of my father Isaac, the Lord who saidst 
unto me, Return unto thy country and to thy 
kindred, and [will deal well with thee: de- 
liver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my 
brother, from the hand of Esau, for I fear 
him, lest he will come and smite me, and the 
mother with the children.” See how, ina true 
spirit of fraternity, he sent his presents to 
Esau, along with his prayers to God, and said, 
‘“‘I will appease him with the present that 
goeth before me, and afterward I will see his 
face; peradventure he will accept of me.” 
So he prayed to God while he wrought with 
his brother. And it was that marvellous wis- 
dom and piety, with God and man, which won 
for him the name IJsrael, as a prevailer—“ For 
as @ prince hast thou power with God and with 
men, and hast prevailed.” This was the pow- 
er that melted the shaggy heart of Esau, and 
brought him on the neck of his brother, with 
kisses and with tears. 

Look at Moses, as a devout patriot, interced- 
ing for hi@people before the awful Mount of 
Sinai. Gd. }ven asks to be let alone, as though 
such intercession must restrict him in his 
meditated vengeance upon the people—must 
tie his hands, and avert the deserved infliction. 
‘Blessed power of prayer! able, in a sort, to 
palsy the hand of Omnipotence.” Even when 
God promises, that though he would smite 
the people, he would make of Moses himself a 
great nation, the patriot can hear of nothing 
that will not bless his country—his whole 
country—even though the wrath upon the 
sinners should result in his own personal ex- 
altation in the earth. Where are our Chris- 
tian patriots for this crisis? 

Hear Moses again, instead of venting his 
wrath upon the rebellious idolators, for their 


enormous sin, pleading with God to forgive it, | 


—<_ not, to blot his own name out of his 
-book. 

Hear him again as he throws himself into 
the breach after the report of the spies, when 
God’s patience seemed utterly exhausted with 
the rebellious people. And what shall Moses 
say? Jealousy for Israel’s name swells in his 
breast, and suffuses his cheek, and he pleads 
that if his people be so smitten with pestilence 
and disinherited, as God threatened, then the 
Egyptians shal! hear it. ‘‘ Alas!” he says, 
‘the enemies, the heathen foes of Israel, shall 
exult at our downfall.” 


So the great patriot Joshuq prays for his. 


people, when they were defeated at Ai. ‘For 
the Canaanites,” he says, ‘‘and all the inha- 
bitants of the land shall hear of it, and shall 
environ us round, and cut off our name from 
the earth. And what wilt thou do unto thy 
great name?” 

And when Jeremiah, the patriot prophet, 
wrestled with tears for his country, God re- 
plied to him that the uttermost limit of his 
forbearance had been passed. And after- 
wards, when the desolation had been wrought, 
he explains that he went on to destroy, just 


because no earnest, adequate outcry had gone | 


up to him for mercy. ‘‘ And I sought for a 
man among them that should make up-the 
hedge, and that should stand in the gap, be- 
fore me, for the land, that I should not destroy 
it: but I found none.” Ezek. xxii. 30, 31. 
“And the patriot Habakkuk, forecasting the 
calamities that were coming upon the land, 
pleaded for that which alone could take away 
the bitterness, and relieve, if not avert, the 
doom. ‘“ O Lord, revive thy work in the midst 
of the years. Inthe midst of the years of re- 
buke, and distress, and deserved recompense, 
make known; in wrath, remember mercy!’ And 
then, reciting God’s marvellous interpositions 
for his nation, he pleads by all the touching 
memories of that faithfulness and mercy in 
the past, that he would grant deliverance at 
present, and in the darkening future. 
ENCOURAGEMENTS TO DUTY. 

Let us look now at some of our ENcouraae- 
ments. Surely our land is not utterly prayer- 
less. When was ever such aseason of prayer? 
Strikingly enough, this very period of our 
greatest gloominess is a season when various 

rovidential: arrangements have set the whole 
and at prayer. The Head of the Nation 
summoned the whole people to pray for our 
country. The World Concert, suggested a 
year ago in India, and appointed a twelve- 
month beforehand for this season of the year, 
has come about at the very season of our se- 
verest extremity. Anda whole week of prayer 
for the world has witnessed many a patriotic 
wrestling, and many a tearful eye, in public 
and in private places, for our smitten land. 
And now, following all this, has come this 
Convention for Prayer from so large and im- 
portant a district; that if so be, we may yet 
wrestle with the Covenant Angel, and not let 
him go, except he bless us. It is in God’s plan, 
when he comes out of his place to especially 
revive his work, that he stirs up among his 
people the spirit of grace and of supplication ;. 
puts into their mouth the very petition be is 80 
ready to answer, and wakes up their ifquiry 
for the blessings he has waited to bestow. 

“ He frees the souls condemned to death, 
And when his saints complain, 
It shan’t be said that praying breath 
Was ever spent in vain.” 


Where now is the fruit of the late revivals 


among us, if a host of petitioners, all fresh in 


the ardour of a new birth, has not been called 
of God for this very emergency? Where are 
the young soldiers of the cross lately mar- 
shalled by the Captain of our salvation, if 
they are not ready now to rally to the stand- 
ard of Jesus Christ, for the highest service of 
their country, at the mercy-seat? God give 
success to the Church’s arms! “Surely his 
salvation is nigh them that fear him, that 
glory may dwell in our land.” 

And another encouragement is to be found 
in the very afflictive dealings which call us to 
prayer. It is the hand of God in it all that 
we are to contemplate. ‘‘ He ruleth in the 
kingdom of men.” ‘Our Jesus is King of 
kings and Lord of lords.” It is in the economy 
of our Redeemer to stir up the Sea of Galilee 
to a tempest, when he would bring his dis- 
ciples to his feet, and give them a most im- 
pressive and memorable example of his power. 
And so we have often seen him preparing the 
way for a mighty work, by going forth in 
judgments. So we have seen, in recent years, 
that the greatest revivals have been ushered 
in by commercial revulsions. And now men 
are stricken in their idols of silver and of gold, 
and in their idols of human depgndence, just 
so as most utterly to shut them up Zo God him- 
self, alone. “For when his jadgments are 
abroad in the earth, the inhabitants thereof 
shall learn righteousness,” that God alone 
may be exalted in that day. And now, what 
wonder if we find it so, that the day of ven- 
geance is in his heart, and the year of his 
redeemed is come—a pay of vengeance usher- 
ing in a year of his redeemed! If God is 
now most remarkably shaking the nations, 
has he not promised so to do, just in order 
that the desire of all nationsshall come! Look 
at Japan, and China, and India, and Syria, 
in the Eastern world! See how revivals 
already follow close in the track of the 
severest judgments. Look, too, at Europe, 
shaken to its centre. Turkey, and Italy, and 
Austria, and Sardinia, and France, and Spain, 
and Britain; and the dark portents gathering 
thick in every horizon! And shall we receive 
good at the hand of the Lord, and shall we 
not receive evil? Or shall we be likely to re- 
ceive evil at his band, and not algo receive 
good? ‘Wherefore we receiving a kingdom 
which cannot be moved, let us have grace 
whereby we may serve God acceptably, with 
reverence and godly fear. For our God is a 
consuming fire.” 

WAIT AND HOPE. 

, We have ample EncovracemMENT to wait 
and hope for this blessing. Because it is the 
Lord’s work; because he has instituted the 
ministry and all the means of grace for this 
very end; because he has predicted and pro- 
mised immense outpourings of the Spirit 

all flesh; because he has carried the 


upon 
Church thus far through perils and trials, and ' 


| 


| Reformers in France’”’ brings out the fol- 


will not desert her now; because the Sa- 
viour has his reward secured to him for the 
travail of his soul; because his intercessions 
are prevalent; because God loves the souls of 
men infinitely more than we can think; be- 
cause he is sovereign, and can do as he pleases 
beyond the power of Satan to hinder, and be- 
cause hé will do as he has said; therefore, 
this work is the chief, dear, inalienable work 
of the Godhead. He will not give it up 
though we be faithless; he will only carry it 


on by other instruments, and after we have | 


fallen in the wilderness. Therefore, dear 
brethren, we may use these pleas with God, 
and rising far above them all, shall be this 
plea—Frork THINE OWN NAME’S SAKE! to make 
good thy word, to glorify thy name, and to 
gladden thine own heart, to gather jewels for 
the Redeemer’s crown, to accomplish thine 
own proper word beyond all the glories of 
the old creation, and according to a covenant 
with David thy servant, greater and better 
than thy covenant with the day and night. 
Amidst the complications of public affairs, 
how refreshing to turn away from human de- 
pendences to this glorious Sovereign and Head 
of the Universe—whom no plots of men can 
baffle, whom no events can disappoint, whom 
no contingency can perplex; “who stilleth 
the noise of the seas, the noise of their waves, 
and the tumults of the people;” who maketh 
even the wrath of man to praise Him, and 
when it has reached its bound, the remainder 
of the wrath he restrains—nothing so revolu- 
tionary but he controls it—no wandering star 
so eccentric, but he binds it to its prescribed 
path, and makes it roll on in a fixed orbit, 
with no disturbances to the grand system, but 
such as shall balance other and opposite dis- 
turbances, and preserve the grand harmonies 
of his design. What a Gad to supplicate, who 
cannot only control, but employ the utmost 
contingencies and complications among men 
to work out the great problems of his Divine 
mind; who forecasts the certain results, while 
we stand confounded; who works now as 
hitherto, all down the ages, through kings, and 
courts, and cabinets, and councils, and con- 
gresses, and conventions—sways them all, 
uses them all, to advance the promised tri- 
umphsof his kingdom. ‘‘ Lord, to whom shall 
we go but unto thee; thou alone hast the words 
of eternal life.” 


— 


For the Presbyterian. 


NATURE'S . POETRY. 


BY MINNIE. 
This world is full of poetry, 
Her voice is every where 
Throughout the wide creation, 
It ringeth loud and clear. 
In every murmuring streamlet, 
In every rustling breeze, 
That, lightly blowing, causeth 
The whispering of the trees. 
In the swift lightning’s passage, 
In the deep thunder’s roar, 
In the loud tempest dirges, 
By the lone ocean shore. 
In the bigh, towering mountain, 
And in the lowly vale; 
In every crystal fountain, 
In every murmuring gale. 
From Nature’s myriad songsters, 
From every rolling star, 
Is breathed a strain of poetry, 
Sweeter and holier far 
Than poet ever sang of 
When touched with holy fire, 
Or at the hour of evening 
K’er woke the slumbering lyre. 


Protestant Literature in France. 
The Paris correspondent of the London 

News of the Churches for January, says: 
Christianity is being carried to the people 
in the Bible circulated and read, in the mil- 
lions of tracts distributed, in the increasing 
leaven of Protestant literature pervading our 
reading classes. It is worthy of: note that | 
we seldom meet a journal of any literary 
standing in which some new Protestant 
book is not favourably reviewed. Thus 
Vinet’s “History of Preaching among ¢he 


lowing remarks from the Bulletin du Li- } 
braire :—‘‘ Here is to be found the revela- 
tion of a literature well nigh lost in oblivion, 
notwithstanding its incontestable value; we 
allude to the sermons of the preachers of 
the Reformation in France in the seven- 
teenth century. We may henceforth ad- 
mire, under a new form, in some sort, the 
incomparable language of that age, which 
seems to clothe itself in a new garb, and 
stand out ina special light in the mouth 
and pen of the preachers of the reformed 
religion. . It is good to contemplate 
with the author these noble figures, these 
grand Christians, these heroes, as M. Vinet 
calls them. He shows them to us in their 
public and private life, with their energetic 
features, their patient long-suffering, their 
fortitude in misfortune, their serenity amid 
violence and threats; he throws light, in a 
word, over a whole page of our history 
which had remained unknown almost, and 
which hen@eforward will be read by all 
those who search the past for noble exam- 
ples and manly virtues.” Our liberal daily 
press loses no opportunity of bringing into 
view some Protestant publication; lately 
the Siécle, in reviewing the ‘ Reformers of 
the Twelfth Century,” by Pastor N. Peyrat, 
remarks:—‘The reformed clergy are at 
work, and daily produce remarkable books 
in philosophy, history, literature.’ And 
again, in a review of the four first volumes 
of Pastor Puany’s more popular and evan- 
gelical “History of the French Reforma- 
tion,” the same journal says:—“Of this 
history have been printed and sold six thou- 
sand copies. When the subject of which it 
treats is taken into consideration, this is a 
success no less significant of the talent of 
the author than of the creed he professes.” 
Articles favourable to our Reformers in 
France, in Italy, and elsewhere, are written 
in a masterly style, dates and statistics are 
being rectified, and we should be sorry to 
say with some that our age of intense criti- 
cism will not be subservient, rather than 
injurious to faith. 


CHRIST IN US. 


Few Christians have attained to that in- 
timate and complete union with Christ of 
which he spoke in the last interview with 
his disciples before his crucifixion—*‘‘ Abide 
in me and [in you.” It is not merely 
trusting in Christ or walking with Christ; 
it is living in him, and having his presence 
ever in the soul. As two friends, though 
separated, live in each other’s thoughts and 
affections, and possess one spirit, seek each 
other’s happiness, rejoice in each other, 
and often, without consultation, come, as it 
were, instinctively to the same opinion, and 
adopt the same course of life, so Christ and 
the true believer are one. 
. Paul, in one of those sententious sayings 
which contain an epitome of the gospel, de- 
clares that the grand revelation of the New 
Testament is, ‘‘Christ in you the hope of 
glory.” Q, the preciousness of such a 
union with Christ! of such a real presence 
of the Saviour in the soul! And yet it is 
to be feared that many of his followers 
know but little of it. 

Some have merely a historic Chast. 
Others have a dogmatic Christ—the Christ 
of the catechism and the sghools. What 
we need in order to know the full power of 
Christ—the power of. his life, the power of 
his doctrine, the power of his resurrection 
—is to have {hrist in us as the object of 
thought, of trust, of affection, of desire, of 
hope, of joy—to be in sympathy with his 


NEW YORK. 


| CALVINISTS MISREPRESENTED. 


A recent Unitarian writer said that the 
strict views which the orthodox take of 
the character of God as an avenger of sin, 
tend ‘*to make men severe and vindictive.” 


that the doctrine seems to the Apostle Paul 
to have just the opposite tendency. 

“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 
but rather give place unto wrath; /for it is 
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, 
saith the Lord. Therefore, if thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him 
drink.” 

Indeed, all through the Scripture thére 
is the fact that Divine vengeance is pro- 
minently presented as an effectual dissua- 
sive from the exercise of human revenge, 
and a motive to the exhibition of patience, 
forbearance, and forgiveness. Need any 
thing more be said ?— Chris. Intelligencer. 


- 


Great Robbery in the National Gallery 
of Florence. 


The interest in political events and cha- 
racters is at the present moment completely 
absorbed in the general sorrow felt in the 
city of Benvenuto Cellini, at the great and 
audacious robbery perpetrated, late last 
Monday night, or at a very early hour on 
Tuesday morning, in the Sala Delle Gemme, 
or Hall of the Jewels, in the National Gal- 
lery of the Uffizi. A hundred and ninety- 
one rings, of which many are amongst the 
most precious in the world—one the work 
of Benvenuto Cellini; the head of a war- 
rior, enamelled and set in diamonds; vases 
ornamented with rubies and diamonds; the 
richly wrought handles of other famous 
lapis lazuli and jasper cups; the celebrated 
green cameo, with its ruby setting—a booty, 
in short, which the official journal repre- 
sents as not less than a million of frances in 
value, but which, it is whispered, may be 
rated at thrice that sum—all this has dis- 
appeared at one fell swoop, and as yet no 
traces of the plunderers have been dis- 
covered. The ring belonging to Cosmo de 
Medici is alone valued at two hundred and 
fifty thousand francs, on account of its im- 
mense topaz. It fvas at first reported that 
the famous onyx cup, perhaps the most 
precious article in the Hall of Jewels, was 
gone with the rest; but this, it appears, is 
not the case, the robbers having only torn 
away its silver ornaments. They have also 
left the casket of rock crystal that belonged 
to Pope Clement VII., the work of Valerio 
Belli, as well as the cup of Diana of-Poitiers, 
ascribed to Benvenuto Cellini. It would 
appear that the robbery must have been 
long premeditated, and it was carried out 
in the most systematic manner. The 
thieves first entered the gallery by means 
of false keys at the door usually entered by 
visitors, beneath: the arcades of the Uffizi 
Lunghi. When they got to the landing- 
place on the stair, where the iron gate 
leads directly up to the gallery, they forced 
the lock. On reaching the first vestibule, 


| which, it may be remembered, contains 


various busts and statues, they made their 
way up by a rope-ladder through the win- 
dow to the roof, and then went along the 
roof of the first great corridor of the gallery 
until they got to the farther end, at which 
the Hall of Jewels is situated. Once there 
they easily dashed through the skylight, 
and secured their prey.—Letter from Flo- 
rence, December 22. 


Frederika Bremer’s Interview with the 
Pope. 


The portraits of the Pope are in gene- 
ral like him; but his full, short, broad 
countenance has, when seen more nearly, 
Jess expression of kindness, and considerably 
more of self-will and temper, than the por- 
traits exhibit. The glance of the blue eye 
is lively but not profound, and is deficient 
in earnestness. The complexion and phy- 
sique generally, indicate the best of health, 
a good appetite—and a good cook. 

The Pope cast his eye on a written paper 
which he held in his hand; and, having 
inquired about my country and place of 
residence, added, ‘“‘ You have written some- 
what?” 

Myself—Yes, your Holiness; novels of 
domestic life, more properly descriptions of 
life, but in the form of novels. 

The Pope—But you are a Catholic? 

Myself—No, your Holiness, nét a Roman 
Catholic. 

The Pope—Then you must become one. 
There is no completeness or consequence 
out of the Catholic Church. 

Myself—Permit me, your Holiness, to 
ask a question. 

The Pope—Yes; ask it. 

Myself—I love with my whole heart our 
Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. I believe 
in His divinity; in His redeeming efficacy 
for me and the whole world; I will alone 
obey and serve Him. Will your Holiness 
not acknowledge me asa Christian? 

The Pope—¥or a Christian! Most cer- 
tainly! But— | 

Myself—And as a member of the Church 
of Christ? 

The Pope—Ye—s, in a certain sense; 
but—but, then, people must acknowledge 
as true everything which this Church says 
and enjoins. You ought not, in the mean- 
time, to believe that the Pope sends to hell 
all who do not acknowledge the infallibility 
of the Catholic Church. No, I believe that 
many persons of other creeds may be saved 
by living according to the truth which they 
| acknowledge. I believe so, most certainly. 

Myself—It delights me infinitely to hear 
this from your Holiness, because I have 
cherished the hope of ‘finding in your Holi- 
ness a more righteous judge as regards these 
questions than in,many other Catholics, 
who say, “You aré not a Christian; you 
cannot be saved, if you do not, in all re- 
spects, believe as we and our Church 

The Pope—In this they are wrong. But 
you may see, my daughter, people should be 
able to give an account of their Christian 
belief—not believe alone in generals, but 
believe in the separate parts of a doctrine. 
It is already something to believe in the se- 
cond person of the Godhead, and in His in- 
carnation; but it is necessary also to believe 
in the institution which he founded on 
earth, otherwise there can be no reality, no 
faith in him. And people muat believe in 
the Pope. The Pope is Christ’s represen- 
tative on earth. In Sweden people do not 
believe in Christ and his Church. In 
Sweden extreme intolerance exists towards 
those who think different to themselves. 
The King there has twice endeavoured to 
introduce religious freedom, but they would 
not have it! 

Myself—I know it, your Holiness; but 
Sweden in former times suffered from 
Catholics in the country, and old laws still 
remain unrepealed in consequence. But it 
will not’ long be so, I hope. My country- 
men will learn to have confidence in the 
power of truth and of Christianity. 

The Pope—Your reigning Queen is 
Catholic. 

Myself—Yes, your Holiness, and the no- 
blest of women, an example fo her sex, an 
ornament to the throne! 

The Pope—All Christian princes and 


feelings and his work—to be swayed by his 
Spirit. | 


people ought to believe on the Pope and 


To this the crushing reply has been made 
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obey him. Their not doing so arises 

pure pride and a worldly mind. Hence 
State Churches have arisen. The Emperor 
of Russia will not acknowledge the 

because he wishes to be Pope himself. 
Queen Victoria will not acknowledge the 
Pope, because she herself will be 3 
and so it is in every comnieg where there is 
a State Church. lief in the Pope, as the 
head of the Christian Church, is the only 
rational and consequent thing; it is that 
alone to unity and clearness. 
The Church ‘is an organization—a represen- 
tative monarchy, with its supreme d— 
a spiritual State. If in a State people will 
not obey the supreme head, then there can 
be neither clearness nor order—everything 
becomes confusion. | 


RELIGIOUS PROSPECTS IN SYRIA. 


One of the missionaries writes that there 
is a very general impression among thought- 
ful observers here, that the ultimate effect 
of all the late overturnings will be a new 
and wide opening of the door for the pro- 
gress of the truth. Just before the war the 
new translation of the Arabic New Testa- 
ment was completed, and it is now ready for 
circulation, while the door for the entrance 


of the truth is opened wider than ever. The > 


power of the priesthood is very sensibly di- 
minished. One very striking evidence of 
this is the fact that, when the people of one 
hundred and forty villages, who were receiv- 
ing charity from the Anglo-American Relief 
Committee, elected their agents to take the 
money and dispense it to the le, only 
five villages selected priests, although nine 
out of ten of the oy were Maronites, or 
Syrian Papists. They say they cannot trust 
the priests. 

‘‘ Avother interesting circumstance is the 
fact that Mr. Butrus Bistany, a prominent 
and learned native Protestant in Beirut, has 
been printing a series of familiar letters to 
his countrymen with regard to the recent 
war, their afflictions, and the spirit in which 
they should be borne; the need of fortitude 
and patience, of love and union in all their 
future éfforts to recover their lost fortunes; 


the need of laying aside old prejudices and 


animosities, and of turning to God in peni- 
tence, and trust,.and obedience. The high, 
manly, and catholic spirit which pervades 
these ‘trumpets of Syria,’ as they are styled, 
makes them popular among all se of the 
people, and the Greek and Maronite bishops 
give them to their clergy for distribution 
among the people. Another fact is that 
Fuad Pasha is appointing Protestant mem- 
bers of the Mijlis (Council) in all the vari- 
ous districts of Syria, and is giving land for 
cemeteries to the Protestants in every town 
and city. These and other movements tend 
to-give the Protestants a recognized status 
among the sects, which will be of great 
value in all the future. On the whole, I 
regard the prospects of pure Christianity in 
Syria as brighter than ever before.”— 
Christian Observer. 


THE PRAYER. 


Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for 1 am in trouble. 
Psalm xxxi. 9. 


Prayer is always a privilege, but it is a 
privilege in time of trouble. 
should we have done sometimes but for 
prayer? When the heart was overcharged 
with grief, when the body was reduced by 
disease, when property melted like snow; 
and the grave closed over our loved ones, 
what should we have’ done but for prayer? 
Then we poured out our hearts before the 
Lord, then we appealed to the Almight 
Ruler, then we cried to the Disposer of all 
events, then we sought fellowship with the 
resurrection and the life, and in prayer we 
were comforted, and in answer to prayer 
made a match for our troubles. Christian, 
in thy troubles appeal to thy God, appeal to 
his mercy. Mercy always sympathizes with 
misery, and feels for the distressed. The 
mercy of thy God is vast as infinity, and 
tenderer than the tenderest mother’s heart. 
He will listen to thee, sympathize with thee, 
appear for thee, and bring thee to bless him 
for the very trouble that now makes thee 

oan. How often is it repeated in his 
word, ‘‘Then they cried unto the Lord in 
their troubles, and he delivered them out 
of their distresses.”” Pray on, therefore, 
though the more you pray the more your 
troubles may seem to increase; for this is 
sometimes the case; yet prayer, if it be 
the prayer of the heart, will certainly pre- 
vail. God cannot refuse to hear the cries 
of his afflicted ones, nor to answer the 
prayers of his children in trouble. His 
word-is passed, and cannot be recalled. His 
heart is love, and cannot be unaffected. 
His resources are infinite, and cannot be 
exhausted. He will therefore be very gra- 
cious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; 
when he shall hear he will answer thee.— 
Strong Tower. 


Victor Emmanuel on Liberty of Con- 
science. 


An Italian correspondent of the Scottish 
Guardian relates an ipteresting anecdote, 
for which he has ‘the best authority.” 

On the day of the King’s magnificent. 
entry into Florence, it was wisely arranged 
that on his way to the Palace he should 
alight a moment at the cathedral, and be 
received by the priests, whose conduct was 
rather equivocal. The Archbishop of Flo- 
rence was in a perfect quandary. He had. 
orders from Rome not to acknowledge the 
King, and thus give his imprimatur to the 


annexation movement; while, on the other™ 


hand, he was quietly informed by Ricasoli, 
that he must be at his post, and welcome his 
Majesty on pain of losing his see. He re- 
ceived the King with imposing ceremony, 
but with a face so deadly pale that his 
Majesty, on seeing him at the Pitti Palace 
reception next day, complimented him jucu- 
larly on his improved appearance. This 
wholly disconcerted the Archbishop in re- 


citing a grand laudatory speech which he 


had prepared for the occasion. He ex- 
pressed to the King not only concern, but 
positive pain, at the spread of Protestantism, 
and the propagandist efforts of the Protes- 
tant heretics within his diocese, and ended 
by claiming his -Majesty’s interference. 
‘6 Ah!” gaid the blunt, honest soldier-king, 
‘¢what can I do? That's the liberty of con- 
science, you know. It’s guaranteed in the 
Constitution. I can’t interfere.” 
upon the crafty ecclesiastic rejoined :—‘I 
beg your Majesty’s pardon. It is not the 
liberty of conscience I object to; I feel for 
the souls of the faithful who are being led 
astray by this act of propagandism.” ‘So 
much the worse for them if they are,” said 
the King, avoiding all theological contro- 
versy, and parrying with sturdy common 
sense the sophistry of a distinction without 
a difference —‘‘I cannot help it. The Con- 
stitution guarantees individual liberty of 
conscience. There’s Cavour, (who was 
standing a few yards off,) if you wish things 
altered you must arrange with him.” As 
you may well imagine, Cavour was not 
troubled by the Archbishop, who all the 
while—as the Madiai case, and many 

persecutions in Tuscany during the last’ few 
years have proved—was plotting for the 


| overthrow of liberty of conscience. 
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